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Welcome to the Community Foundation of Medicine Hat & Southeastern Alberta’s annual quality of life report card. Medicine Hat’s Vital
Signs® provides factual information in 12 different categories.

Our sincere thanks to the many people and organizations who
gave their time to this project by participating in our community workshops, sharing information, acting as a grader or offering advice on key issues. Copies of the report are available
by contacting the Community Foundation office or online at:
www.MedicineHatVitalSigns.ca.

The indicators have been graded by hundreds of Hatters, providing a
clear impression of their view of the quality of life in Medicine Hat.
The purpose of Vital Signs is to provide information, create conversations and, where indicated, lead to action. Vital Signs plays an integral
role in guiding the work of the Community Foundation and we would
recommend and encourage other organizations and decision makers
to take a similar approach. Vital Signs will assist the Community Foundation in gaining an even clearer sense of the needs and priorities of
our region.

Asking questions and taking a vital look at ourselves can create an even
healthier community. Let us know what you think. Share your opinions
and how you will use Vital Signs. Feedback on this year’s report may be
provided by visiting www.mhcf.ca, calling the Community Foundation
office at 403.527.9038 or sending a message to info@mhcf.ca.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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While there are not as many houses going on to the market (as of July 2009)
there are more houses on the market than in the summer of 2008. In the
rental market, the vacancy rates throughout Alberta have seen a significant
increase.

Getting Started
Getting started in a community means different things to different people.
For youth, Medicine Hat has a low youth unemployment rate. For those
moving from being a youth into adulthood, there are more weddings in
Medicine Hat than other cities in the province.

Arts, Culture & Recreation
Medicine Hat has a strong arts and culture community, although the
growth in the number of full time employees in this industry is slower than
in Alberta and Canada.
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Work
The unemployment rate continued to rise and the rate of guests at the Salvation Army Family Shelter that were working while staying rose between
2007 and 2009.

2009 Report Highlights
Each individual indicator within the Vital Signs report presents its own
unique perspective of the community. When these indicators are brought
together it provides a bigger picture of our community and a better understanding will unfold.

Belonging & Leadership
Although Hatters have a strong sense of community and participate in a
number of charity walks and bowls, less than 50% voted in the last federal
election.

Gap Between Rich & Poor

Getting Around

Those in the low-income bracket of Medicine Hat have seen steady
increases in their annual income. The continued assistance of various local
support agencies have helped slowly narrow the gap between the top and
bottom income earners.

What is the fastest way to get from Crescent Heights High School to the
Medicine Hat Mall?

Safety
Although some areas continue to be problematic, the majority of statistics show that the overall crime rate in Medicine Hat is falling. In addition,
the number of police officers within our community is steadily increasing,
though we are still below the national average.

a)

public transit

b)

cycling

c)

driving

You may be surprised at the results!

Economy
It is shocking to see the actual decrease in oil and gas activity over the last
two years and the fluctuating oil and gas prices. Interestingly, lottery ticket
sales in the last four years has seen a significant increase.

Health
While the proportion of low birth weight babies in Medicine Hat is below
both the provincial and national averages, limited access to physicians has
become apparent through the increase in the proportion of residents who
do not have a regular medical doctor.

Learning
It is discouraging to note that the proportion of the population in Medicine
Hat who have not completed high school and who do not have a postsecondary education are both among the highest rates in the country. It
is positive to note though that these rates have been steadily decreasing.
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Methodology

How We Did It: Data Collection
Secondary research was conducted, which means that data that already
exists was gathered and summarized or analyzed to provide a picture of the
community. Many institutions and organizations in Medicine Hat provided
data for their services and national data sources also assisted in obtaining
vital information.

Medicine Hat’s Vital Signs
Medicine Hat’s Vital Signs is an annual community check-up conducted by
the Community Foundation of Medicine Hat and Southeastern Alberta that
measures the vitality of our community, identifies significant trends, and
assigns grades in 12 areas critical to the quality of life in Medicine Hat. Vital
Signs is based on a project of the Toronto Community Foundation and is
coordinated nationally by Community Foundations of Canada.

Data was selected based on the following specifications:
Current, relevant and frequently updated
Straightforward and understandable
Quantifiably measurable

This report, an expanded version and links to the original data sources are
available online at www.MedicineHatVitalSigns.ca.

Ease of collection
Finally, we invited Community Foundation partners, community business
and non-profit leaders, as well as the general public to assist us in grading
each indicator in the 12 key areas.

Why We Did It
Community Foundations work with a wide range of community groups
which gives us a comprehensive view of local issues and the ability to make
connections between various needs and issues. Understanding the issues
and critical areas will help our Community Foundation increase effectiveness of our grant making, better inform our donors about issues and opportunities in the community and assist us in making connections between
individuals and groups to address those issues.

The sources for the indicators reported in Medicine Hat’s Vital Signs 2009 are
available on www.MedicineHatVitalSigns.ca.

Grading
With the help of community graders, we have assigned each indicator in the
report a grade. An online survey was conducted and graders were asked to
express their feeling about the indicator where 1 was low and 5 was high.
Grade 1 was described as “Needs immediate attention!” and grade 5 as
“We’re the Tops! AWESOME!” The grades in this report are indicated by suns
as follows:

You can use this report by reading the indicators and finding something
that moves you. Do any of the indicators shock or surprise you? Find your
way to make a difference or read the recommended Vital Activities and
make a change in your community.
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How We Did It: Indicator Selection

2

Indicators are used to compare the health and vitality of one community
with other communities, provincial averages, national averages or simply comparing it with the past. These trends help us identify the areas of
strength and the areas that need to be addressed within our community.
The Community Foundation of Medicine Hat and Southeastern Alberta
utilized the expertise within the organization, Community Foundations of
Canada and the community to bring together important indicators on 12
key areas critical to the quality of life in Medicine Hat.

3
4
5

Indicators were selected based on the following:
Potential to grab the interest of the public
Up to date and accurate data
Simple to understand and convey
Presents meaningful information
Potential to inspire change within the community
Community consultations were conducted where members of the public,
civic, non-profit and business leaders were invited to share their thoughts
on the community – both positive and negative. In addition a number of
community leaders and stakeholders were also consulted to establish a list
of priorities for indicator research and selection.
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Our Community
The City of Medicine Hat is tucked into Alberta’s Southeastern corner, along
Canada’s #1 Highway. This semi-arid oasis is known for having more hours
of sunshine than any other location in Canada, as well as for its lush greenery in the many city parks and along the shore of the South Saskatchewan
River which runs through the centre of the city. As of 2009, the population
of Medicine Hat was 61,080, which represented a growth of about 9.0% from
its 2005 level of 56,048 (source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/). This works
out to an average growth in population of about 2.2% per year. Interestingly,
as of the last federal census in 2006, Medicine Hat (the census area) was the
6th largest metropolitan area in Alberta and the 50th largest in Canada.

Population Comparisons for Alberta Vital
Signs Communities, 2001 and 2006
2005

2009

Percent change
2005 to 2009

Calgary

956,078

1,065,455

11.4%

Edmonton

712,391

782,439

9.8%

Medicine Hat

56,048

61,080

9.0%

Lethbridge

77,202

85,492

10.7%

Red Deer

79,082

89,891

13.7%

2696
14124

10776

Source: City of Medicine Hat, City of Lethbridge, City of Calgary,
City of Red Deer and City of Edmonton websites.
The 2009 Municipal Census reported that at 21.3%, the greatest amount of
Medicine Hat’s population resides in the South Ridge area. This area alone
has seen a growth rate of 27.7% since 2005. The least populated area of the
city was the West Crescent Heights area, with only 2,696 people residing
there.

2759

10184

11829

It is a common belief within Medicine Hat that the elderly residents hold the
greatest proportion of the total population. In 2007 however, Alberta’s Census Division 1, which includes Medicine Hat, reported that the proportion
of the population aged 65 and older accounted for only 13.3% of the total,
whereas the proportion of the population aged 15 and under accounted
for over 18% of the total. This proportion of elderly was 1.2% lower than the
national rate (13.4%), and 27.2% above the provincial rate (10.4%). Meanwhile,
the proportion of youth in Medicine Hat was 7.0% higher than the national
rate (17.0%), but 2.4% below the provincial rate (18.7%).

3836
4876

West Crescent Heights
East Crescent Heights
Riverside
River Heights/Harlow, South East and West Hill, Kensington, Downtown and Flats
Norwood including Marlborough/Meadowlands
Crescent View north of Southview Drive, east of Dunmore Road
Ross Glen, Southeast of Southview Drive, east of Dunmore Road
South Ridge, South Vista Heights, Saamis Heights, and rural area including Tower Estates

2009 Census - Division Analysis
General Census Areas

1990

1999

2005

2008

2009

West Crescent Heights

2,761

2,743

2,510

2,687

2,696

East Crescent Heights

5,649

7,238

8,540

10,343

10,776

Riverside

1,883

2,137

2,860

2,714

2,759

River Heights/Harlow, South East and West Hill, Kensington, Downtown and Flats

11,319

11,742

11,815

12,395

11,829

Norwood including Marlborough/Meadowlands

2,739

4,524

4,828

4,919

4,876

Crescent View north of Southview Drive, east of Dunmore Road

4,000

3,979

3,871

3,895

3,836

Ross Glen, Southeast of Southview Drive, east of Dunmore Road

10,242

11,164

10,564

10,172

10,184

Southridge, South Vista Heights, Saamis Heights, and rural area including Tower Estates
TOTALS

4,336

6,625

11,060

13,301

14,124

42,929

50,152

56,048

60,426

61,080

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/Departments/City%20Clerk/2008%20Executive%20Summary%20Census.pdf.
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2008 Census Overview - Age Categories
10,000

7,500

5,000

2,500

0
Birth to
1 year

2 years

3 years

4 years

5 years

6 to 9
years

10 to 14
years

Male

Male

Female

Total

Birth to 1 year

670

663

1,333

2 years

376

367

743

3 years

370

381

751

4 years

390

336

726

15 to 19
years

20 to 29
years

Female

30 to 39
years

40 to 49
years

50 to 59
years

60 to 69
years

70 to 79 80 and over
years

Total

Average Census Family Income in
Vital Signs Communities
Based on Tax Data in Current Dollars
2001

2006

% change 2001-2006

Canada

$67,941

$82,390

21.3%

$77,999

$105,953

35.8%

353

343

696

Alberta

6 years to 9 years

1,396

1,468

2,864

Calgary

$93,271

$125,801

34.9%

10 years to 14 years

1,844

1,733

3,577

Medicine Hat

$65,699

$88,140

34.1%

$71,884

$100,331

39.6%

5 years

15 years to 19 years

1,969

1,874

3,843

Red Deer

20 years to 29 years

4,551

4,503

9,054

British Columbia

$64,217

$80,586

25.5%

30 years to 39 years

4,278

3,966

8,244

Saskatchewan

$58,886

$74,347

26.2%

40 years to 49 years

4,445

4,266

8,711

Note: Unattached individuals are not included in this statistic.

50 years to 59 years

3,907

3,971

7,878

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/XI5b.pdf.

60 years to 69 years

2,492

2,694

5,186

70 years to 79 years

1,802

2,197

3,999

80 years and over

1,026

1,795

2,821

29,869

30,557

60,426

From 2001 to 2005, average census family income in Medicine Hat increased
by 34.1%, from $65,669 in 2001 to $88,140 in 2006. Average income was
16.8% below the provincial average of $105,953 and 7.0% above the national
average of $82,390 (source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/XI5b.
pdf).

TOTAL

In the last federal census, it was found that single-parent families account
for 13.5% of total families in Medicine Hat, which was up 2.4% from the 2001
level of 13.2%. This rate was 0.9 percentage points lower than the provincial
level and 2.4 percentage points lower than the national level. Although the
majority of single-parent families had just one child, an overwhelming 12.1%
had 3 children or more. Furthermore, only 19.5% of all single parents were
male, with the remaining majority, 80.5%, being female (source: http://www.
vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/XI8.pdf).

Source: The City of Medicine Hat 2008 Census – http://www.medicinehat.ca/.

As of 2006, Medicine Hat’s visible minority population was made up of 2,030
persons, representing 3.0% of the total population. This compares to the
national proportion of 16.2% and the provincial proportion of 13.9% of the
total population. Medicine Hat saw no change in the percentage of visible
minorities within the population between 2001 and 2006 (source: http://
www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/XI7.pdf).
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Vital Activity

With a proportion of over 40% of the population, German proves to be the
most dominant ethnic origin within Medicine Hat. Surprisingly, Canadian
comes in third at 22.1%, with English taking second place at 27.4% (source:
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/profiles/detailed/FED48021.pdf).

So What?

It is interesting to note that as of July 2009, Medicine Hat had one minorprohibited bar or pub per every 1,198 people. In comparison, the Lethbridge
rate was one bar or pub for every 1,676 people, the Red Deer rate was one
per every 2,366 people, and the Calgary rate was one per every 3,361 people
(source: http://aglc.ca/).

This Vital Signs report provides a comprehensive range of indicators that
give a snapshot of the quality of life in Medicine Hat. The Community Foundation is proud to continue the additional element of Vital Activity.
Vital Activity is the “so what?” of Vital Signs. Vital Activity will allow us to
answer some of the questions that arise with the results we find.

Fact or Fiction?

It helps us answer questions like:
“So what’s next?”

In Medicine Hat and the surrounding area, over 20% of the population aged
15 and over are either divorced or separated from their legal spouse.

“What’s my community doing about this?”
“What can I do to make a difference?”

Did You Know?

“How can the Community Foundation contribute?”

With only three people per square kilometre, Canada has the fourth lowest
population density in the world.

Vital Activity is not exclusive to our Vital Signs report; look for Vital Activity in
our newsletters, annual report and other publications.

Source: http://www.vec.ca/english/2/canada-facts.cfm.

We like to think of our community as one big puzzle with many pieces,
the Community Foundation being one of them. Each piece is integral to
putting the whole picture together. The organizations we work with, the
donors we engage, the community we support, the volunteers we rely on,
the events we attend, the activities we undertake – all pieces of the puzzle.

Did You Know?
29.7% of the population 15 and over in Medicine Hat and the surrounding
area have never been married.

Vital Activity will highlight snapshots of the day-to-day activities, programs
and events we can take part in, or become part of, that can change our community, our lives and the lives of those around us.

Source: http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/
profiles/detailed/FED48021.pdf.
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Economy
Employment Insurance Beneficiaries
decrease of 24.2%. Similarly, the decrease between the months of June 2008
and June 2009 was 56.6% in province-wide activity.

In the first quarter of 2006, 1,223 Medicine Hatters claimed employment
insurance. This increased by 47.8% in the first quarter of 2009 when there
were 1,807 claimants.

Source: http://www.caodc.ca/rigcounts.htm.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/XIII12ii.pdf.

Lottery Sales

Drilling Rig Activity (oil & gas)
Drilling rig activity in Alberta saw a significant decrease from January 2008
to June 2009.

Since 2002 lottery ticket sales for the Western Canada Lottery Corporation
have continued to increase. From 2004 to 2008 total sales increased from
$759,740,000 to $987,705,000. This was a 30.0% increase.

On average 347 rigs were active in the month of January 2008, and in January 2009 there were only 263 rigs active (on average). This was a monthly

Source: http://www.wclc.com/download/wclc/WCLC_AR2008.
pdf, http://www.lotteryinsider.com/lottery/wclc.htm.
140

105

70

35

Jan-08

Feb-08

Mar-08

Apr-08

May-08

Jun-08

Jul-08

Aug-08

Sep-08

Oil ($)

Oct-08

Nov-08

Dec-08

Jan-09

0
Feb-09

Mar-09

Apr-09

May-09

Gas($)

Oil & Gas Prices

Overall Competitiveness Index

Oil and gas prices saw significant fluctuation from January 2008 to May
2009. During this period oil was at a high of $133.33/barrel in June 2008 and
dropped to a low of $39.16 in February of 2009. Gas hit its high in July 2008
at $130.10 and a low of $73.90 in December 2008.

The competitiveness index of business analyzes various cost components
within select industries to evaluate the local business situation. KPMG uses
15 cities within the United States to calculate the average index, which is
then used as a comparison tool to evaluate the cost of doing business in
other locations. The average index value of these representative U.S. cities is
100, so an index value of less than 100 indicates a better business situation
than the average, while an index value of more than 100 indicates a more
costly business situation than the average.

Medicine Hat Gasolineand Oil Prices
January 2008 – June 2009
Date

Oil ($)

Gas($)

Jan-08

92.95

102

Feb-08

95.35

100

With an overall competitiveness index value of 95.1 in 2008, Medicine Hat
has business costs that are 4.9% lower than the average of 15 representative
cities in the United States.

Mar-08

105.56

107.90

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/XIII8.pdf.

Apr-08

112.57

119.50

May-08

125.39

127.10

Jun-08

133.93

130.30

Jul-08

133.44

134

Aug-08

116.61

130.10

Sep-08

103.9

126.50

Oct-08

76.65

109.10

Nov-08

57.44

90.60

Dec-08

41.02

73.90

Jan-09

41.74

84.90

Feb-09

39.16

84.50

Vital Activity

Mar-09

47.98

85.70

Apr-09

49.79

88.80

May-09

59.16

90.90

Looking for a job? Consult “The Southeast Alberta Guide to Career and
Employment Services” for over 100 resources on job hunting. Find this and
more at: www.WorkforceAlberta.ca.

Jun-09

69.68

Did You Know?
By 1913 local gas was so cheap that it would have cost more to hire somebody to extinguish and re-light the city’s gas lamps than it would have cost
to keep the lamps burning all throughout the day.
Source: http://www.albertafirst.com/profiles/statspack/20375.html.

Fact or Fiction?
An average of about 18 million cucumbers are produced in the greenhouses of the Medicine Hat and Redcliff region each year.

Source: West Texas Intermediate & www.mjervin.com
Source: West Texas Intermediate & www.mjervin.com.
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Environment
Recycling Rate
According to Statistics Canada, in 2007 87% of
households in Medicine Hat felt they had access
to a recycling program, 7 percentage points
below the national rate (94%) and 4 percentage
points below the rate for all of Alberta (91%). Of
the households in Medicine Hat who felt they had
access to a recycling program, 96% participated.
This was 2 percentage points below the national
rate (98%) and 1 percentage point above the rate
for all of Alberta (95%).
Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.
ca/rpt2009/XIII8.pdf.

Home Temperature
Changes

Waste Disposal

In 2007, 66% of households in Medicine Hat with
a programmable thermostat lowered the temperature while asleep. In Alberta the rate was 59%
and Canada-wide it was 57%. In addition, 83% of
Medicine Hat households had compact fluorescent light bulbs, compared with 64% in Alberta
and 70% in Canada.

Between 2007 and 2008 the total waste diverted
at the dump increased by 29.5%. Over the same
time period the total amount of waste buried at
the Medicine Hat dump increased by 8.9%.
Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.
ca/rpt2009/VIII8.pdf.

City Composting
4,300,000

400,000

11,700,000

16,000,000

3,225,000

300,000

8,775,000

12,000,000

2,150,000

200,000

5,850,000

8,000,000

1,075,000

100,000

2,925,000

4,000,000

0

0
2005

2006

2007

2008

Yard Waste (kg)

0

0
2006

2007

2008

2005

Clean Wood (kg)

2006

2007

2008

Biosolids (kg)

2005

2006

2007

2008

Totals Composted (kg)

The City of Medicine Hat composts yard waste (trees, branches, grass, leaves), clean wood (dimensional lumber, plywood, pallets, slats, shavings, etc.) and
biosolids (solids removed from the Waste Water Treatment Plant). The total waste composted increased by 849,967 kg from 2005 to 2008. This was an increase
of 5.7%.
Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/Departments/Utilities/Environmental%20Utilities/.
Year

Yard Waste (kg) Clean Wood (kg)

Biosolids (kg)

Totals Composted (kg)

2005

3,379,200

not tracked

11,602,305

14,981,505

2006

3,278,068

180,780

11,211,405

14,670,253

2007

3,978,172

224,085

11,422,385

15,624,642

2008

4,227,512

388,260

11,215,700

15,831,472

Notes: Yard waste is trees, branches, grass, leaves. Clean wood is dimensional lumber, plywood, pallets, slats, shavings, etc.
Biosolids are solids removed from the Waste Water Treatment Plant before the effluent is sent to lagoons.
Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/Departments/Utilities/Environmental%20Utilities
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Residential Waste

Did You Know?

In 2005 residential waste per capital was 295.59 kg/person. The residential
waste per capita in 2008 was 296.70 kg/person.

The recent honeybee die-off, formally known as “Colony Collapse Disorder,”
has raised many fears and questions about the state of these pollinators
and the future of food. Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada has estimated
that about one third of our food depends on honeybee pollination and its
economic value amounts to more than $1-billion per year. In the spring of
2008, it was found that wintering losses in Canadian commercial beekeeping operations exceeded more than twice the normal rate of mortality. The
number of honey bee colonies that died in Alberta alone over the winter
months accounted for 51.6% of the Canadian total, and of these 250,000
Alberta colonies that wintered only 56% survived.

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/
Departments/City%20Clerk/2008%20Executive%20Summary%20
Census.pdf, http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/
Departments/Utilities/Environmental%20Utilities/.

Pesticide Use
Pesticide used on lawns or gardens saw an increase nationwide from 29%
in 2006 to 33% in 2007. Use was highest in the Prairie provinces with 47% of
Alberta and Manitoba using pesticides and 48% of Saskatchewan households using pesticides.

Source: http://www.capabees.com/main/files/pdf/canwintlossnewrev.pdf.

Did You Know?

Source: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/090210/dq090210a-eng.htm.

In May 2009 an E-Waste Roundup was initiated by the SAAMIS Rotary Club.
Over 80 tonnes of eligible e-waste was diverted from the landfill. (Eligible
e-waste includes Computers, monitors, CPUs, televisions, laptops, and printers.) On top of that, another 17 tonnes of other electronic waste was also
diverted from the landfill. (This included microwaves, toasters, stereos, etc.)
This 97 tonnes of e-waste was the largest e-waste roundup to date (May
2009) in Alberta and it was the first time a service club has ever initiated
such an event.

Depot Recycling
Recycling at the four depots located around Medicine Hat has increased
over the last 4 years. From 2004 to 2008 recycling at these local depots
increased by 61.4%, with 2,478 tonnes being recycled in 2004 and 4,000
tonnes being recycled in 2008.
Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/
Departments/Utilities/Environmental%20Utilities/

Source: SAAMIS Rotary Club.

Police Point Park Interpretive Programs

Vital Activity

The number of people participating in guided school programs, guided
community groups and public events at the Police Point Park Interpretive
Program has seen a decrease of 9.1% between 2006 and 2008.

Take advantage of the City of Medicine Hat’s HAT Smart program. Energy
conservation seminars are held monthly and are free of charge. www.
hatsmart.ca offers many conservation tips and lots of community environmental information.

Source: http://www.natureline.info/.

Support École Connaught School’s “New Century School Yard,” a naturalized park-like setting which will serve as a play and learning environment for
students and the community alike.

Fact or Fiction?
It costs more to recycle plastic shopping bags than it does to make them.
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Safety
Violent Crime Rate

Medicine Hat Violation Statistics

At 792 per 100,000 persons in 2008, the violent crime rate in Medicine Hat
was 15.0% below the national average (932 per 100,000) and 29.3% below
the provincial average (1,120 per 100,000). The rate decreased 9.8% in 2008.

Incidents
Violation

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/II1.pdf.

Police per 100,000 Population
At 181 police officers per 100,000 in 2008, the number of police officers in
Medicine Hat was 5.2% lower than the national average (191) and 11.0%
higher than the provincial average (163). The rate was up 4.0% from 174 in
2007.
Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/II4.pdf.

Mental Health Calls to the Medicine
Hat Police Service

Source: http://www.medicinehatpolice.com/.

2007 % Change

40

59

-32.2

Sexual Assault - level 1

30

46

-34.8

Assaults

379

393

-3.6

Assault Against Peace/Public Officer

18

14

28.6

Kidnapping

9

12

-25.0

Other Violent Crimes

190

145

31.0

Arson

12

13

-7.7

Criminal Harassment

35

14

150.0

Uttering Threat to Person

111

92

20.7

Crimes Against Property

2,380

2,790

-14.7

242

357

-32.2

Break and Enter

The total number of mental health calls to the Medicine Hat Police Service in
the first six months of 2008 totalled 139. In 2009 there was a 25.9% increase
to 180 calls in the same six month period

2008

Sexual Assaults

Theft of a Motor Vehicle Over 5,000

66

91

-27.5

Theft $5,000 or under

415

607

-31.6

Theft of a Motor Vehicle $5,000 or under

48

93

-48.4

Theft $5,000 or under from a Motor Vehicle

328

418

-21.5

Car Seat Safety

Shoplifting $5,000 or under

192

20

860.0

The South Eastern Alberta Safety Alliance Society (Safety City) holds weekly
clinics to inspect car seats. When the program started in August 2006 none
of the car seats brought to the clinic were installed correctly. As of June 2009
the percentage of proper car seat installations was up to approximately 15%.

General Mischief

802

25

3108.0

Possession of Weapons

38

33

15.2

Source: South Eastern Alberta Safety Alliance Society.

Phoenix Safe House & the Musasa House
There are two stages to the local women’s shelter. First is the emergency
shelter, the Phoenix Safe House, where women and their children can stay
for up to 3 weeks. Then there is the Musasa House with is a second stage
shelter where guests can stay for up to one year.
The number of beds in the emergency shelter increased from 18 to 24
between the 2007-2007 fiscal year and 2008-2009. In the same time period
the number of people that stayed in the shelter went from 266 women
and 123 children to 291 women and 179 children. This is a 20.9% increase in
usage of the emergency shelter.
In the same time period the number of people staying at the Musasa House
increased 22.9%.

Disturb the Peace

13

31

-58.1

Indecent Acts

10

5

100.0

Obstruct Public/Peace Officer

36

52

-30.8

Fail to Appear

477

393

21.4

Breach of Probation

89

52

71.2

Cocaine - Possession

33

56

-41.1

Cannabis - Possession

130

90

44.4

Trafficking

65

76

-14.5

Youth Criminal Justice Act

48

12

300.0

Provincial Statute Violations

692

574

20.6

Impaired Operation (Alcohol) of Vehicle,
Vessel, Aircraft

306

287

6.6

Driving While Prohibited (Provincially)

10

27

-63.0

6,010

6,132

-2.0

Total Violations**

Source: http://www.mhwss.ca/index.html.

**Note: This total reflects ALL of the violations in Medicine Hat, but the table does
not include every one of violations (only a few were selected for this table)

Drug Related Charges

Source: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics
- Uniform Crime Reporting Survey

As reported in Medicine Hat Vital Signs 2008 the Medicine Hat Police Service
continues to focus resources and priorities on drug activity in Medicine Hat.
Between 2007 and 2008 there has been an increase of 83.9% in drug related
charges.

Source: Chief McGrogan, Medicine Hat Police Service –
http://www.medicinehatpolice.com/

Source: http://www.medicinehatpolice.com/
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Work

Did You Know?
Photo radar enforcement time by the Medicine Hat Police Service increased
12.9% between 2006 and 2008. Over this same period there was a 1 km/
hour decrease in the average speed of offenders. Source: http://www.medicinehatpolice.com/.

Employment Rate (15 years and over)
Employment rate states the percentage of the labour force who are
employed.

Fact or Fiction?
Between 2007 and 2008, what was the percentage increase in the number
of cases of shoplifting of $5,000 or under?

At 66.4% in 2008, Medicine Hat had an employment rate 4.4% higher than
the national rate and 7.8% lower than the provincial rate. In 2005 Medicine
Hat had its highest employment rate since 2000 of 72.0%.

60%

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/IX1ai.pdf.

250%
620%

Regional Unemployment

860%

The unemployment rate for Medicine Hat steadily rose from June of 2008
when it was as low as 2.1% into 2009. By January 2009 the unemployment
rate was 4.0% and by June of 2009 it was 5.5%.

Vital Activity

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/Departments/
Business%20Support%20Office/Statistical%20Information%20Package.asp.

The Southeastern Alberta Safety Alliance Society teaches safety on location
and in elementary schools. Programs include winter, home, bike, pedestrian,
and other safety courses.

Salvation Army Shelter

The Alberta Motor Association has funded and coordinated the AMA
School Safety Patrol program since the 1930’s. If you are interested in starting an AMA School Safety Patrol program at your local school, contact AMA.

In 2008-2009, of the 825 people that utilized the Family Shelter, 61 were currently working (7.4%). In 2006-2007, 27 of the 1,076 people admitted into the
shelter were working (2.5%).
Source: http://ab.salvationarmy.ca/services.htm.

APEGGA Membership
APEGGA is the Association of Professional Engineers, Geologists and Geophysicists of Alberta. This organization regulates the practice of engineering, geology and geophysics in Alberta.
The number of professional engineers living and working in Medicine Hat
in 2008 was 157, which was a 13.8% increase from 2006. This group of professionals has seen a 10.8% base salary increase over the same time period
from $95,737 to $106,051.
Source: http://www.apegga.org/Members/Publications/annualreports.html

Employment for Persons with Disabilities
There are a number of programs in Medicine Hat that are designed to assist
persons with disabilities. In the 2006-2007 fiscal year 16% of the people
involved in vocation services support were being paid under minimum
wage for their services. As of October 2007 legislation changed and all working people must meet Alberta Labour Standards and pay every individual
at least minimum wage.
Source: http://www.redi.ca/.
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Vocational Services
A p r i l M a r c h A p r i l M a r c h A p r i l M a r c h
2006
2007
2007
2008
2008
2009
Average number of Clients Served*

—

—

—

90

84

80

Total hours of Volunteerism

—

—

—

8432

8469

7646

*Some clients exited Vocational Services as they no longer needed employment supports. In some cases
they became completely independent and are supported by their employers others have retired.
**No Clients were paid under minimum wage after Oct. 2007. Minimum wage exemption is
no longer offered to employers. All employment meets Alberta Labor Standards.
Source: http://www.redi.ca/.

Average and Median Real Hourly Earnings

Did You Know?

In 2008, real median hourly earnings in Lethbridge-Medicine Hat Economic
Region were $15.78 (in 2002 dollars). This represents an increase of 20.4 per
cent since 1997. The average of hourly earnings was $17.97, up 20.6% since
1997. By comparison, median and average hourly earnings in Alberta in 2008
were $17.98 and $20.75, up by 21.8 and 23.65%, respectively, since 1997. Canada-wide, real median and average hourly earnings were $16.45 and $18.68,
up 5.1 and 8.3%, respectively, since 1997.

In Alberta, the manufacturing, processing and packaging industry sector
has the highest risk of occupational injury and disease, with a disabling
injury rate of 6.50 per 100 persons-years worked. Surprisingly, the mining
and petroleum development sector came in with the second lowest rate,
with only the business, personal and professional services sector having a
lower rate.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/IX4bii.pdf.

Source: http://www.employment.alberta.ca/
documents/WHS/WHS-PUB_oid_2007.pdf.

Labour Force by Industry

Fact or Fiction?

In 2006, 17.5% of males employed in Medicine Hat and the surrounding area
were working in the Mining, Oil and Gas Extraction industry, with the Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting industry coming in second at 12.6%.
On the other hand, 17.3% of employed females in Medicine Hat and the surrounding area were working in the Health Care and Social Assistance industry, with the Retail Trade industry coming in second at 14.1%.

Over 2,000 people work in downtown Medicine Hat.

Vital Activity
Saamis Employment and Training Association offers employment assistance, skills training, job placement and counselling to people of aboriginal
descent. Check out their great programs today!

Source: http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/
profiles/detailed/FED48021.pdf.

Did You Know?
In 2009 there were 734 civilians and 348 military employed at CFB Suffield
with a payroll of $91.5 million.
Source: http://www.army.gc.ca/cfb_suffield/home.html.
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Learning
Medicine Hat School Districts Class Sizes

Aboriginal High School
Completion Rates

The Medicine Hat Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 20 experienced a
slight decrease in class sizes between the 2006-2007 and 2008-2009 school
years. For Kindergarten to Grade 3 there was a 1% decrease, for Grade 4 to
Grade 6 there was a 1.3% decrease, Grade 7 to Grade 9 there was a 4.8%
decrease, and for Grade 10 to Grade 12 there was a 3.5% decrease.

The aboriginal high school completion rate for those aged 15 and over in
Medicine Hat was 60.9% in 2006. The rate was 8.1% higher than the national
rate for Aboriginals (56.3%) and 9.4% higher than the rate for Alberta (55.7%).
Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/IV6.pdf.

The Medicine Hat School Division No. 76 also experienced a slight decrease
in class sizes between the 2006-2007 and 2008-2009 school years. For Kindergarten to Grade 3 there was a 6.5% decrease, for Grade 4 to Grade 6 there
was a 5.9% decrease, Grade 7 to 9 there was a 1.3% decrease, and for Grade
10 to Grade 12 there was a 1.7%.

Proportion of the Population who have not
Completed High School (15 years and over)
In 2008, 25.9% of people aged 15 and over in the Lethbridge-Medicine Hat
economic region had not graduated from high school. This was down 16.8
percentage points from 1990. The Lethbridge-Medicine Hat rate in 2008
was 6.4 percentage points above the rate for Alberta and 4.3 percentage
points above the Canada-wide rate.

Source: http://www.mhcbe.ab.ca/cec/, http://nf.sd76.ab.ca/.

Fact or Fiction?

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/IV3a.pdf.

As of 2009, you could complete more than 12 degrees at the Medicine Hat
College.

Proportion of the Population with
Postsecondary Education

Did You Know?
In a study on the economic impact of Medicine Hat College, it was found
that our local college provides the province with annual benefits of roughly
50 fewer smokers, 17 fewer alcohol abusers, 30 fewer criminal offences committed, 15 fewer claims for social assistance and 16 fewer people drawing
unemployment benefits.

In Medicine Hat, 43.1% of the population (15 years and over) in 2006 had
completed postsecondary education (university degree, post-secondary
certificate or diploma), up 5.3 percentage points from 37.8% in 2001. The rate
was 15.0% lower than the national average (50.7%) and 14.5% lower than the
provincial average (50.4%).

Source: http://www.mhc.ab.ca/.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/IV2b.pdf.

Did You Know?

Medicine Hat School Districts Student Enrolment

In Medicine Hat, the most popular field of study for post-secondary students
is Agriculture/ Engineering and those related studies, which is followed by
Business/Management and Public Administration.

The number of students enrolled in Medicine Hat School District No. 76
increased 4.9% between the 2004-2005 school year and the 2007-2008
school year.
Source: http://nf.sd76.ab.ca/.

Source: http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/
dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E.

Adult Literacy Scores

Vital Activity

The average adult literacy score for prose (writing style) in the economic
region for Medicine Hat was 270 in 2003. This score was well below the provincial average of 283 and marginally below the national average of 272.

Distributed (Distance) Learning at Medicine Hat College enables students
to go to school using a variety of learning methods. It’s just the fit for your
busy life!

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/IV1.pdf.

Check out the plethora of learning programs offered in Medicine Hat
throughout the year. The Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre, Medicine Hat
Public Library and Medicine Hat College are just a few of the venues that
offer such programs.
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Getting Around

the way to the bottom of Scholten Hill. After burning calories all the way to
the top of the hill, a sharp right hand turn led to the front of the Stampede
Grounds and from there it was an easy ride to the mall. Aside from the lack
of bike lanes, Mike had to dodge other people using the trail as there are no
marked-off bike lanes; maybe this is because they aren’t quite wide enough
for two bikes to pass comfortably. However, Mike chose to ride the trails
because although most drivers are careful when passing bicyclists, there are
still some who come too close or cut off bike riders.

Car/Bus/Bike Experiment
How long does it take to get from one side of Medicine Hat to the other?
The Community Foundation of Medicine Hat and Southeastern Alberta
conducted an experiment of how long it might take a high school student
to get from school to their after-school job using public transit, bicycling or
by driving a car.

BUS – Stefanie

Scenario: Three local students who attend Crescent Heights High School all
have after-school jobs at the Medicine Hat Mall. On one particular Tuesday
all three students are scheduled to work at the Medicine Hat Mall in the
afternoon after they have finished classes for the day. Tara decides that she
would like to drive her car because she believes that it will get her to her job
quicker than any other mode of transportation and it will allow her to make
a quick stop at home to get her work uniform. Mike has just received a new
bike as a gift from his family, so he decides to try it out by bicycling to work.
And lastly, Stefanie takes the bus because she is saving money for university
and believes that this will be the most cost effective method; she also plans
catch up on some reading while riding.

Time: 29 minutes, 2 seconds
Distance Traveled (including stops and transfers): 12.1 km
Average Speed: 25.01km/h
Total One-Way Trip Cost: $2.50
Stefanie indicated that the bus trip was much shorter and easier than she
had originally anticipated. There was an unexpected transfer at the Medicine Hat Family Leisure Centre and another transfer at the bus depot, but
both were very quick and easy with little to no waiting time. The staff was
very friendly and proved to be especially helpful to the riders who needed
directions and instructions. The ride itself was mostly comfortable, with a
short period of bumpiness and the seats on only one of the three buses
being unpadded.

How easy is it to get around in Medicine Hat using different methods of
transportation? Although it is apparent that most people in Medicine Hat
prefer to drive, bicycling or taking public transit can also be viable options
for those trying to save money or the environment, as well as for those who
don’t always have the option of driving themselves. So, which mode of
transportation will you choose to get from Crescent Heights High School to
the Medicine Hat Mall?

Traffic Signals
Traffic signals maintained and operated by the City of Medicine Hat, which
does not include those associated with the TransCanada Highway, increased
from 2006 to 2009 by 16.3%. The total number of sets of traffic signals operating in Medicine Hat is 50.

CAR – Tara

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/.

Time: 20 minutes, 55 seconds
Distance Traveled: 12.4 km

Medicine Hat Public Transportation

Average Speed: 35.57 km/h

The bus system in Medicine Hat saw a 24.1% increase in the number of
hours of service from 2007 to 2009. Between 2007 and 2008 there was a
2.6% increase in the number of rides and based on an average ridership for
2009 (January to July) the anticipated annual rides will increase by 26.9%
from 2008 to 2009.

Calories Burned: 10 calories from shaking fist at red lights
Briar Park Road and Highway 1 were taken as Tara made a quick stop at
home to get her work uniform. The time stopping at home was not added
into the 20 minutes and 55 seconds! It is a nice drive down 12th St. NW and
down under the overpass as there are no lights to contend with. Driving
down Highway 1 got extremely frustrating; especially waiting at the stop
light at the hospital turn off. Once going again, Tara hit another red light.

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/.
Graph - Cell Phone Use While Driving in Canada

BICYCLE – Mike
Time: 33 minutes, 34 seconds
Distance Traveled: 10.30 km
Average Speed: 18.41 km/h
Calories Burned: 331 Calories
Total One-Way Trip Cost: $
Mike indicated that he would have liked to make use of more bike lanes. His
route took him straight down Altawana Hill and across the Maple Avenue
Bridge, then a quick turn in behind the YMCA led onto the trail system all
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Motor Vehicles in Medicine Hat
Between 2007 and 2008 there were 2,315 additional vehicles registered in
Medicine Hat, which was a 4.3% increase. Over the same period there was
an increase of 5.5% in Alberta.
In 2005 there were 1.09 vehicles per licensed driver and in 2008 there were
1.16 vehicles per license driver.
At 0.77, the number of licensed drivers per capita in Medicine Hat has seen
no increase between 2005 and 2008.
The number of motorized vehicles between March 31, 2004 and March 31
2008 increased 19.1%.
Source: http://www.transportation.alberta.ca/Content /docType47/
Production/vehreg2008.pdf, http://www.transportation.alberta.
ca /Content/docType47/Production/drivers2008.pdf.

Fact or Fiction?
As of May 2009 how many parking stalls, including both on-street stalls and
parking lot stalls, are located in downtown Medicine Hat?

Source: http://www.tc.gc.ca/roadsafety/tp/tp2436/rs200802/menu.htm.

a) 2,473 b) 1,005 c) 857 d) 329

Did You Know?
From 2004 to 2007, roughly 29% of motor vehicle accidents in Alberta
occurred during the time period of 3:00pm to 6:59pm, making this the most
dangerous time of day for collisions to occur.
Source: http://www.transportation.alberta.ca/Content/
docType47/Production/2007AR.pdf.

Vital Activity
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More on-street bike lanes are planned for Medicine Hat. Contact your city
officials to show your support for making it easier to commute locally via
bicycle.

Getting Started

Belonging & Leadership

Unemployment Rates for Youth by
Economic Region (15 to 24 Years)

Charitable Donors
The proportion of tax filers who declared charitable donations in Medicine
Hat in 2007 was 23.8%, 0.8% below the national rate and 2.7% below the
provincial rate.

In 2008, the youth unemployment rate (ages 15-24) in the Lethbridge-Medicine Hat economic region was 6.2%. This was 46.6% below the national
youth unemployment rate of 11.6% and 17.3% below the provincial average
of 7.5%. The youth unemployment rate decreased 2.4 percentage points
from 8.6% in 2000.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/X1.pdf.

Voter Turnout

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/VI4bi.pdf.

Voter turnout for the 2008 Federal Election in Medicine Hat was 46.2%. This
turnout was 12.6 percentage points lower than the national average (58.8%)
and 6.2 percentage points lower than the provincial average (52.4%).

Marriage
In 2007 there were 380 marriages that took place in Medicine Hat. This is a
rate of 6.67 per 1,000. This is a slightly higher rate of marriage than that in
Lethbridge, Calgary, Edmonton and Red Deer.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/X3.pdf.

Source: http://www.servicealberta.gov.ab.ca/pdf/vs/2007Report.pdf.

In 2008 in the Palliser Health Region, which includes Medicine Hat, 74.5%
of the population 12 years and over reported a strong or somewhat strong
sense of community belonging. This compares to 65.0% at the national level
and 60.5% at the provincial level.

Strong Sense of Community Belonging

Housing Starts in Medicine Hat
The number of housing starts in Medicine Hat declined drastically from
1,098 in 2007 to only 635 in 2008. This is a 57.8% decrease between the two
years.

Survey: Community Belonging and Self-Perceived Health.

Kinsmen Club of Medicine Hat

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/Departments/
Business%20Support%20Office/Statistical%20Information%20Package.pdf.

Between 2002 and 2008 the Kinsmen Club of Medicine Hat raised
$1,310,946.00. This is an average of $187,280.57 per year. Money raised by the
Kinsmen Club between 2007 and 2008 increased by 35.7%. These funds are
raised exclusively through volunteer hours and nearly 100% are put directly
back into the community.

Alberta’s Top Baby Names
In Alberta Ethan has been the most popular name since 2001. In 2000 it was
#3 and Joshua was #1. The most popular girls name from 2006 to 2008 was
Ava, while Emma was the most popular name from 2003 to 2005.

Source: http://www.mhkinsmen.ca/.

Source: http://www.servicealberta.gov.ab.ca/807.cfm.

Fact or Fiction?
30.8% of people who have immigrated to Medicine Hat and the surrounding area since 2001 came from Asia and the Middle East.

Did You Know?
Tuesday is the most common day of the week for babies to be born, while
the fewest babies are born on Saturdays and Sundays.
Source: http://forums.bellybelly.com.au/forums/baby-toddler-generaldiscussion/21888-interesting-facts-about-newborn-babies.html.

Did You Know?
Four out of ten babies are born with at least one birth mark.
Source: http://forums.bellybelly.com.au/forums/baby-toddler-generaldiscussion/21888-interesting-facts-about-newborn-babies.html.

Vital Activity
Check into unique venues for your wedding. The Historic Clay District is
slated to open a reception area for weddings and other events in 2010.
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Donor
rate (%)

Average annual
donations ($)

85.0

596

15 to 24

69.3

215

25 to 34

85.4

462

35 to 44

87.9

754E

45 to 54

93.9

686

55 to 64

91.0

725

65 and older

84.1

738

215

13.5%
16.4%

738

Total

462

Age
16.7%
17.8%

754

725

17.2%
18.4%
686

Source: Statistics Canada, Canada Survey of
Giving, Volunteering and Participating, 2007
15 to 24

40.9%

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 and older

Volunteer
rate (%)

Average annual
volunteer hours

51.5

172

15 to 24

58.3

148

25 to 34

44.2

131

148

58.3%

216

Total
131

43.6%

44.2%
181

179

52.3%

63.7%

15 to 24

196

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

Age

35 to 44

63.7

179

45 to 54

52.3

196

55 to 64

43.6

181

65 and older

40.9

216

65 and older

Charity Runs, Walks & Bowls

Religious Service Attendance

There are over 25 local runs, walks, bikes, and bowling events in Medicine
Hat annually. From 2008 to 2009, the participation rate in 12 of these local
charity runs/walks/bowls increased by 13.9%. The local Canadian Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life participation rate alone increased by 28.7% in this
same time period.

There has been fluctuation in the number of people (adults and children)
that attend primary worship services in Medicine Hat. Ten churches that are
members of the Medicine Hat & District Ministerial Association averaged
206 attendees at their primary worship services in 2002. There was a rise
to an average of 218 people in 2005, and then a decrease to an average
attendance of 195 people in 2007. This marks a 5.3% decrease between 2002
and 2007.

Donor Rate & Percent of Donation Value
Of all the organizations that Canadians donated to in 2007, health based
organizations received the most support with a 56% donor rate, while social
services came in second and religious organizations third. But when looking
at the total donation value, religious organizations received the most financial support with an overwhelming 46% of donor’s total contributions going
to religious organizations.

Source: Medicine Hat and District Ministerial Association membership.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canada Survey of Giving,
Volunteering and Participating, 2007

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/X4.pdf.

Median Charitable Donors
The median charitable donations in Medicine Hat in 2007 were $310, 24.0%
higher than the national level ($250) and 11.4% below the provincial level
($350). Median donations have increased 19.2% from $260 in 2001.

Canadian Mental Health
In 2008-2009 Canadian Mental Health – Alberta Southeast Region had 90
volunteers that contributed a total of 14,205 hours of service to CMHA and
the POST. They had 92 volunteers in 2007-2008, 86 volunteers in 2006-2007
and 94 in 2005-2006.
Source: http://www.cmha.ca/bins/index.asp.
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Fact or Fiction

Did You Know?

How many churches/religious institutions are located in Medicine Hat?
a) 53

b) 46

c) 37

The Medicine Hat Prisoner of War Camp, which was built and utilized during
WWII, was one of the two largest prisoner camps in all of Canada. Located in
the present day Medicine Hat Exhibition and Stampede Grounds, the camp
could accommodate up to 12,500 prisoners and covered over 124 acres of
land.

d) 25

Did You Know?
Construction of St. Patrick’s Church in 1912 called for challenging building
methods which resulted in a triumph of engineering-science for the time.
This triumph was achieved through the continuous pouring of concrete
from the bottom of the foundation to the top of the 170-foot-high cross.
This accomplishment makes St. Patrick’s church one of the largest continuously poured concrete structures in the world.

Source: http://www.albertasource.ca/homefront/ww2/
alberta_at_war/camps/mh_leth.html.

Vital Activity
Make a donation to the Community Foundation’s “Immediate Assistance
Fund.” Your donation will be directed to our community’s most needy. Find
more information at www.mhcf.ca/events.

Source: http: www.tourismmedicinehat.com/documents/
historicalwalkingtour2.pdf & http://wikitravel.org/en/Medicine_Hat.

Look into joining the board of directors of one of your favourite charities.
Sign up for one of Medicine Hat’s many charity runs, walks or bowls. You’ll
raise money for a good cause and get fit at the same time!

Gap Between Rich & Poor

Overall Poverty Rate
In 2006, the overall poverty rate in Medicine Hat based on the Low Income
Measure (LIM), an indicator of relative poverty, was 12.6%, down 18.3% from
2001. The 2006 figure was 12.9% lower than the provincial average and
41.0% lower than the national average.

Ratio of Money Income of the 10th
to 90th Percentile
In 2006, those families in the top 10% (90th percentile) income earners in
Medicine Hat made at least $150,700, a 32.4% increase since 2001. Those in
the bottom 10% income bracket made at most $27,600, an increase of 31.4%
since 2001. In 2006 the top bracket made 5.5 times the lowest.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/I2a.pdf.

Child Poverty Rate
In 2006, the child poverty rate in Medicine Hat based on the Low Income
Measure (LIM), an indicator of relative poverty, was 16.1%, down 18.0% from
2001. The 2006 figure was 11.3% lower than the provincial average and
30.3% lower than the national average.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/I1a.pdf.

Wheelchair Accessible / Barrier Free Housing
As of June 10, 2009 there were 149 households on the waitlist at Medicine
Hat Community Housing Society. Of these households 18.8% (28) need
barrier-free units.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/I3a.pdf.

Salvation Army Family Services

Source: http://www.mhchs.ca/.

The number of people who were assisted through family services at the
Salvation Army decreased 23.2% from 2,401 people in 2007-2008 to 1,845
people in 2008-2009.

Medicine Hat Food Bank
In January of 2009 the Medicine Hat and District Food Bank served 829
clients and distributed 20,520 pounds of food through their Choice Room
alone. By June 2009, only 6 months later, there was nearly a 40% increase to
1,155 clients and 29,430 pounds of food being distributed through the Food
Bank’s Choice Room.

Source: http://ab.salvationarmy.ca/services.htm.

Fact or Fiction?
The Canadian poverty gap, which is the amount of money by which the
average poor family falls short of the poverty line, was the same in 2007 as
it was in 1981.

Source: http://www.mhfoodbank.com/.

Elderly Poverty Rate

Did You Know?

The Low Income Measure (LIM) is an indicator of relative poverty.

The proportion of families in Canada with a net worth of one million dollars
or more rose from 5% in 1999 to 9% in 2005. Almost all of this increase was
concentrated among the baby boomers, with the median age of the major
income recipient being 56.9 years.

In 2006, the elderly (persons 65 and over) poverty rate in Medicine Hat,
based on the LIM, was 2.3%, down 51.7% from 4.8% in 2001. The 2006 figure was 56.4% lower than the provincial average and 83.0% lower than the
national average.

Source: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/75-001-x/2008106/pdf/10640-eng.pdf.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/I5a.pdf.

Vital Activity
Support the food bank year-round. Many grocery stores offer donation bins
at their exits to make donations easy. Have a food drive at your next event,
ask party guests for donations in lieu of gifts at your next celebration or even
volunteer at the food bank.
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Health & Wellness

cihiweb/products/Final_Wait_Times_AIB_EN_080229.pdf.

Low Birth Weight Babies

Lifetime Probability of Developing
or Dying of Cancer

The proportion of newborn babies who were of low birth weight in the
Health Unit, which includes Medicine Hat, was 5.7% in 2007-2008. The 20072008 rate was 0.9 percentage points below the provincial rate and 0.4 percentage points below the Canada-wide rate.

In Alberta, 1 in 2 people will develop cancer in their lifetime and 1 in 4 will
die of cancer. For females, 1 in 8.2 will develop breast cancer and of these 1
in 37.0 will die from the disease. For males, 1 in every 5.9 will develop prostate cancer and of these 1 in 25.3 will die from it.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/III1.pdf.

Source: http://www.cancerboard.ab.ca/NR/rdonlyres/125FDB29-3F4B413B-BDB9-B4425F9BAFE0/0/ACBRegionalReport_2007.pdf.

Medicine Hat Emergency Room

Health Industry Staffing

The number of visits to the Medicine Hat Regional Hospital Emergency
Room in 2008-2009 was 38,725 which was an increase in visits of 7.1% from
2006-2007 (36,149). The most common length of stay (at 26.0% of all visits)
was between 1 and 2 hours in 2008-2009.

In 1992, there were approximately 18,440 Registered Nurses working either
full-time or part-time in Alberta, this equated to 71.9 RNs with permanent
positions for every 10,000 Albertans. In 2008, there were approximately
22,100 RNs working in permanent positions, or 62.0 RNs for every 10,000
Albertans. This is a 13.8% decrease in the number of RNs in relation to the
provincial population, not including casual positions.

Source: http://www.palliserhealth.ca/Medicine-Hat-Regional-Hospital.html.

Proportion of the Population without a
Regular Medical Doctor (12 years and over)

Source: http://www.una.ab.ca/news/archive/pdfs/NursingCarePlan.pdf

In Palliser Health Region in 2008, 14.5% of the population 12 years and over
reported that they did not have a regular medical doctor. This was up from
12.8% in 2003. By comparison, 19.5% of the population in Alberta reported
not having a regular medical doctor in 2008. In Canada as a whole, the proportion was 15.6%.

Fact or Fiction?
In 2008, the median wait times in Alberta for an MRI scan and a CT scan,
respectively, were:
63 and 20 days
80 and 9 days

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/III10.pdf.

57 and 17 days

Doula Services and C-Section Rates

42 and 14 days

The number of expectant mothers in Medicine Hat and area using doula
services in 2008 was 87. This was up 26.1% from 2006. The approximate
c-section rate for clients of local doulas is 8% while the overall c-section rate
at the Medicine Hat Regional Hospital in 2008 was 23.5%.

Did You Know?
In Canada, 19% of youth aged 11 to 15 years who are of normal weight and
BMI believe that they are too fat. In addition, 12% of these normal weight
and BMI youth reported doing something to lose weight.

Source: http://www.medicinehatdoula.com/.

Source: http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/dca-dea/yjc/pdf/youth-jeunes-eng.pdf.

AADAC Clients Who Received
Treatment for Alcohol Use

Did You Know?

In 2007-2008, the number of AADAC clients who received treatment for their
use of alcohol increased by 1.4%, from 18,596 clients in 2006-2007 to 18,857
clients in 2007-2008. Of the total clients who sought treatment with AADAC
in 2007-2008, 61.8% received treatment for their use of alcohol, and 49.0% of
these alcohol users were also being treated for something else.

As of July 13, 2009, Alberta holds 1,320 confirmed cases of the H1N1 (Swine
Flu) out of the total 9,855 cases that have been confirmed within Canada.
Furthermore, only 24 cases of H1N1 have been confirmed in the Southern
Alberta region.
Source: http://www.health.alberta.ca/health-info/influenza-H1N1-cases.html.

Source: http://www.aadac.com/default.asp.

Vital Activity

Median Wait Times

Having a baby? Get in touch with one of Medicine Hat’s five doulas. A doula
is a trained and experienced professional who provides continuous physical, emotional and informational support to the mother before, during and
after birth. Studies have shown that when doulas attend birth, labours are
shorter with fewer complications, babies are healthier and they breastfeed
more easily.

The median wait times for hip and knee replacements in Alberta both
increased between 2007 and 2008. For a hip replacement the median wait
time increased by 14.1% from 92 days to 105 days, while median wait times
for a knee replacement increased by 16.7% from 120 days to 140 days. On
the other hand, the wait times for CT scans remained the same and the wait
for a MRI scans increased by 26.3% over the same period.

Your “100-Mile Challenge” of eating locally grown food can be easily guided
by the “Directory of Local Producers,” available from the Volunteer & Community Information Centre or at www.volunteerinthehat.ca.

Source: http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/en/downloads/aib_
provincial_wait_times_e.pdf, http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/
products/wait_times_tables_aib_e.pdf, http://secure.cihi.ca/
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Housing

Community Housing Society
In the summer of 2007 a provincial Direct Rent Supplement program was
implemented that influenced a significant decrease in the number of
households on the social housing wait list. With the program still running,
the wait list began increasing again at the end of 2008. In December 2007
there were 88 people on the social housing wait list and in December 2008
there were 134. This increasing trend can also be seen looking at May 2009
when 155 households were on the wait list compared to only 63 the year
prior.

Shelter-Income Ratio
In 2005 in Medicine Hat, the proportion of households spending 30% or
more of their income on gross rent was 32.1%, 20.3% lower than the national
average (40.3%). The proportion of households spending more than 30% of
income on owner’s major payments on shelter was 12.6%, 29.2% lower than
the national average (17.8%).

Source: http://www.mhchs.ca/.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/V1.pdf.

Rental Vacancy Rate

Rental Market Vacancy Rates

In Medicine Hat in April 2009, the rental vacancy rate of two bedroom apartments was 4.2%, 27.3% higher than the average for all large CA’s (3.3%). The
rental vacancy rate was up 121.1% from 1.9% in April 2008.

The rental market vacancy rate has increased significantly throughout
Alberta since the spring of 2007. In spring 2007 Medicine Hat had a rental
market vacancy rate of 1.7%. The rate rose to 4.3% in spring 2009. Over the
same time period Lethbridge vacancy rate went from 1.4% to 3.1%, Grande
Prairie from 0.9% to 8.5%, Red Deer from 2.1% to 3.9% and Fort McMurray
went from 0.0% to 6.9%.

Source: http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/odpub/esub/64725/64725_2009_B01.pdf.

Did You Know?

Source: http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/hoficlincl/homain/stda/index.cfm.

The Winter’s Inn, a temporary homeless shelter open from December 5,
2008 to April 20, 2009, saw an average of 6 to 7 individuals staying per night.
In total, 99 unique guests were served with an estimated 10 to 12 of these
guests appearing to be chronically homeless.

‘Inn Between’ Youth Shelter
The Inn Between Youth Shelter has six beds. Four of these are utilized for
child welfare services and similar programs, while the other 2 are used for
youth within the community. In the 2006-2007 fiscal year, 71 youth utilized these beds. In 2008-2009 utilization declined to 52 youth, which is a
decrease of 26.8%.

Source: http://www.mcman.ca/.

Did You Know?
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, which helps those who are either homeless or at the risk of becoming homeless by providing them with money
for support, had 35 referrals in one week in 2009, compared to their normal
average of 6 to 8 referrals per week.

Source: http://www.mcman.ca/.

Residential Housing Sales

(Source: St. Vincent de Paul of Medicine Hat)

Residential listings have seen changes between 2008 and the beginning
of 2009. There were 1,814 new listings between the first six months of 2008
(January to June); in the same period in 2009 there were 1,575 new listings.
Therefore the number of listings between the first 6 months of 2008 and the
first 6 months of 2009 decreased by 13.2%.

Fact or Fiction?
The number of houses completed in Medicine Hat in 2008 decreased by
20% from the previous year.

Over the same period in 2008 there were 4,118 active listings (residential
properties on the market) while in 2009 there 4,876 active listings which is
an increase of 18.4%.

Vital Activity
Contact Medicine Hat Community Housing Society to learn more about
Alberta’s “Housing First” homelessness strategy www.mhchs.ca.

Source: http://www.mhreb.ca/.
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Arts, Culture & Recreation

Medicine Hat Tigers
The Medicine Hat Tigers WHL hockey team has sold out every single regular
season game from the 2004-2005 season to the 2008-2009 season, which
amounts to 4,006 people per game with 36 home games annually. Along
with this loyal fan base, they also have another 3,000 people on their season
ticket waiting list.

Professionals in Arts & Culture
Between 2000 and 2005 there was a 6.3% increase in the number of fulltime employees working year round in Arts & Culture. The total growth in
Alberta was 22.6% and in Canada was 16.5% over the same time period.

Source: http://www.tigershockey.com/.

Source: http://www.vitalsignscanada.ca/rpt2009/VII6.pdf.

Did You Know?

Medicine Hat Rotary Music Festival

At one point, Medalta Potteries produced three quarters of all stoneware in
Canada and had distribution centres from Vancouver to Halifax.

March 2009 marked the 54th annual Medicine Hat Rotary Music Festival.
The Festival experienced a decrease in participants over the last 4 years with
829 total registrants in 2009, compared to 1,159 in 2006. There was also a
slight decrease in total performances with 1,184 in 2009, down from 1,353
in 2008.

Source: http://www.medalta.org/.

Did You Know?
There are a total of 6 manmade lakes located within the city of Medicine
Hat. These include

Source: http://www.rotarymusicfestival.com/.

College Pond (College Drive SE & Primrose Drive SE), South Ridge Community Park (Stratton Way SE), Leinweber Park (Cuyler Road SE), Strathcona
Island Park (access gained from 5th Street/ Minto Ave SE), and two at Echo
Dale Regional Park (Echo Dale Road/1 Mile North on Holsom Road).

Historic Clay District
The attendance at the Historic Clay District, which includes Medalta Potteries, increased by 18% from the period of January to May 2008 to the same
period in 2009.
Source: http://www.medalta.org/.

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/
Departments/Parks%20and%20Outdoor%20Recreation/index.asp

Canada Day Fireworks

Fact or Fiction?

The Medicine Hat and District Canada Day Society spent $37,000 on Canada Day fireworks on July 1, 2009. This was $17,000 more than Lethbridge,
$24,000 more than Calgary, $23,000 more than Strathcona County and
$28,000 more than Red Deer.

How many restaurants, including minor-prohibited pubs, are located within
Medicine Hat?

Source: http://www.canadadaymedicinehat.ca/.

Vital Activity

Local Aquatic Attendance

Check out www.medicinehatmedia.com to keep up on what’s going on in
Medicine Hat. Posts include restaurant and shopping reviews, charity events
and upcoming arts and cultural events.

a) 156

Aquatic attendance in 2008 at all 6 facilities (indoor and outdoor) was
226,597. This was a 3.9% decrease from the year prior.

b) 132

c) 115

d) 97

Want to further develop your swimming skills? Check out one of Medicine
Hat’s two swim clubs: the Alberta Marlin Aquatic Club or the Medicine Hat
Waves Swim Club.

Source: http://medicinehat.ca/.

Medicine Hat Public Library
The total library collection has decreased from 195,495 pieces in 2004 to
191,323 pieces in 2008. This includes books, movies, music, audio books, etc.
but does not include online databases.
Source: http://www.shortgrass-lib.ab.ca/mhpl/documents.htm
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Fact or Fiction

Bachelor of Applied Arts (Visual Communications), Bachelor of Applied Science (Ecotourism and Outdoor Leadership), Bachelor of Nursing, Bachelor
of Education, Bachelor of Social Work, Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of
Management, Bachelor of Professional Arts – Communications, Bachelor of
Professional Arts – Criminal Justice, Bachelor of Professional Arts – Human
Services, Bachelor of Applied Studies – Arts & Sciences, Bachelor of Applied
Studies – General.

Our Community
Fiction.
In Medicine Hat and the surrounding area only 7.3% of the population are
divorced, and a mere 2.7% are separated from their legal partner.

Source: http://www.mhc.ab.ca/.

Source: http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/
profiles/detailed/FED48021.pdf.

Getting Started
Fiction.

Economy
Fact.

30.8% of the people who have immigrated to Medicine Hat since 2001 are
from Africa, only 13.1% are from Asia and the Middle East.

Cucumbers produced in the greenhouses of the Medicine Hat and Redcliff
average at about 18 million annually.

Source: http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/
profiles/detailed/FED48021.pdf.

Source: http://www.albertafirst.com/profiles/statspack/20375.html.

Gap Between Rich & Poor

Environment

Fact.

Fact.

The Canadian poverty gap was $6,700 in both 1981 and 2007.

It costs $200-$300 for Medicine Hat to process and recycle 1 tonne of plastic
bags, which is then turned around and sold for only $80.

Source: http://www.ciw.ca/Libraries/Documents/
FirstReportOfTheInstituteOfWellbeing.sflb.ashx.

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/.

Health & Wellness

Safety

d) 42 and 14 days.

d) 860%

In 2008 the median wait time, from the day it was decided to do the scan
to the day it was received, for an MRI scan and a CT scan was 42 and 14 days
respectively.

In 2007 there were 20 cases of shoplifting of $5,000 or under, while in 2008
this number increased to 192 cases. This means that the number of cases of
shoplifting of $5,000 or under increased by 860% from 2007 to 2008.

Source: http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/products/wait_times_tables_aib_e.pdf.

Source: http://www.medicinehatpolice.com/.

Belonging & Leadership

Work

a) 53.

Fact.

There are 53 churches/religious institutions within Medicine Hat that community members can visit.

An assessment in 2009 by the City Centre Development Agency reported
that 2,497 people worked downtown, with 1,823 people working full time
and 674 working part time. There were also 309 volunteers.

Source: Medicine Hat Yellow Pages: The Find Engine.

Housing

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/.

Fiction.

Getting Around

In 2008 1,034 homes were completed and in 2007 1,044 were completed.
This means that the amount of homes completed only decreased by about
1% from 2007 to 2008.

a) 2,473
With all on-street stalls and parking lot stalls there are a total of 2,473 individual parking spaces in the CCDA downtown zone. There are a total of 544
on-street spaces, with the 1,929 remaining spaces being within parking lots.

Source: http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/hoficlincl/homain/stda/index.cfm.

Arts, Culture & Recreation

Source: http://www.medicinehat.ca/CCDA.asp.

b) 132.

Learning
Fact.

There are 132 restaurants within Medicine Hat. This number includes minor
prohibited pubs and all separate locations of the same restaurant.

As of 2009, you could complete 13 degrees at the Medicine Hat College.
These degrees include: Bachelor of Applied Health Services (Paramedic),

Source: Medicine Hat Yellow Pages: The Find Engine.
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